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Who and What is WildREACH? 
Since its inception in late 2010, WildREACH (Wildlife Outreach) has grown to become an exciting, progressive and active community engagement project fostering a valuable relationship between student volunteers and local communities in which knowledge is shared and applied in an effort to promote social and environmental sustainability through wildlife conservation. WildREACH is currently based at Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa.  
The initiative has taken off as a project under the umbrella of the South East African Climate Consortium Student Forum (SEACC SF), one of the most progressive student organizations in South Africa. The successful development of WildREACH has largely been owing to the ongoing support of SEACC SF, the structural support provided by the Sustainable Seas Trust (SST) and, more recently, financial support from the Wildlands Conservation Trust (WCT). A dedicated task team of students, together with an advisory committee of Rhodes University staff ensures that WildREACH’s management is both professional and effective.
What do we do? 
Our outreach involves getting student volunteers involved in helping local youth between the ages of 15 and 18 develop or further any existing interest in wild areas, the natural environment and their importance. This is achieved through fun and exciting projects such as educationally-focused and activity-filled weekends away at local nature reserves, museum visits, day trips to wildlife areas and various other activities focused on conservation through knowledge. 
More recently we have implemented the concept of Wildlife Clubs within schools, whereby student volunteers facilitate an environment for high school learners from previously disadvantaged communities to address environmental issues within their own community, while fostering valuable relationships with the learners.

2013 Report
Twenty-thirteen has been a proactive year for WildREACH. We have successfully continued our excursion program whereby we expose Grahamstown youth to the wonders of nature. In total we took 82 high school pupils from four education projects in Grahamstown to five different game farms or rehabilitation centres around the Eastern Cape. These trips included our longest trip to date - a marine based excursion to the Sustainable Seas Centre in Port St. Francis where pupils learned the correct protocol to conduct scientific sampling in the rocky intertidal, an observational walk on the beach and for many their first ever boat ride!
This will also be known as the year where we started a pilot run for our Wildlife Club concept at Ntsika Senior Secondary. Through these regular meetings with avid wildlife enthusiasts we hope to foster lasting relationships between pupils and student volunteers while also offering pupils a platform to address environmental issues in their community. To date we have had a cumulative number of 110 pupils attend these wildlife club meetings where the learners where introduced to environmental topics ranging from rhino poaching to pollution. Informative talks were also given by student volunteers who covered topics such as turtles, penguins, insects and fish. We have been delighted by the positive reception from learners and 2014 will definitely be a year where we hope to expand the Wildlife Club concept. 
Performance summary for 2013:
Number of Weekend excursions:				3
Number of day trips:						2
Number of learners reached: 					82
Attendance for Wildlife Clubs:				110
For any additional information on WildREACH please contact Sarah Taylor (2014 Chair-person: g11t0194@campus.ru.ac.za)
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